NORTHWEST ARKANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Standard Course Outline /Division of Health
COURSE NUMBER AND NAME:
EMTP 1111 EMS ENVIRONMENT I (PARAMEDIC ROLE)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
An overview of areas of pre-hospital environment are covered. Included are medical
ethics, professionalism, legal considerations by the paramedic, duty to act, and scope of
duties performed by the paramedic.

PREREQUISITE:
EMTA
1013
First Responder
EMTA
1008
EMT-Basic
Admission into the Paramedic Program by the Division of Health Professions
Although not required prerequisites, it is of great benefit to the student to have
completed the following courses prior to entering the paramedic program:
BIOL
BIOL
AHSC

2214
2224
1001

Anatomy & Physiology I
Anatomy & Physiology II
Medical Terminology

CREDIT HOURS/ CONTACT HOURS
Credit hours are 1. Contact hours are 16.

TARGET AUDIENCE & TRANSFERABILITY
This course is designed for individuals enrolled in the paramedic program who desire to
become certified as a paramedic. This course does not transfer unless the institution
approves it. Students wishing to transfer this course should check ahead of time with the
other institution to ascertain the transferability of this course.

COMMON OBJECTIVE / STUDENT OUTCOMES
The student will identify the roles of emergency medical services community in injury
prevention
The student will describe the epidemiology of trauma in the United States
The student will outline the aspects of the EMS that make it a desirable resource for
involvement in community health activities.
Describe community leadership activities that are essential to enable he active
participation of emergency medical services in community wellness activities.
List areas with which paramedics should be familiar to participate in injury prevention
Evaluate a situation to determine opportunities for injury prevention
Identify resources necessary to conduct a community health assessment
Relate how alterations in the epidemiological triangle can influence injury and disease
patterns
Differentiate among primary, secondary, and tertiary health prevention activities.
Outline key historical events that influenced the development of EMS.
Identify the key elements necessary for effective EMS systems operations

Differentiate among training and roles and responsibilities of the four nationally recognized
levels of EMS licensure/certification.
List the benefits of membership in professional EMS organizations
Describe the benefits of continuing education
Differentiate among professionalism and professional licensure, certification, and registration.
Outline the role and components of an effective, continuous quality improvement program.
Describe components of wellness and associated benefits
Discuss the paramedic’s role in promoting wellness
Identify risk factors and warning signs of cancer and cardiovascular disease.
Give examples of stress-reduction techniques
Outline ten components of critical incident stress management.
Describe the basic structure of the legal system in the United States
Relate how laws affect the paramedic’s practice
Describe measures paramedics may take to protect themselves from claims of negligence
Outline the process for obtaining expressed, informed, and implied consent.
List measures the paramedic should take to preserve evidence when at a crime scene
Define common medic-legal terms that apply to prehospital saturations involving patient care
Define ethics and bioethics
Distinguish between professional , legal, and moral accountability
Describe the role of ethical tests in resolving ethical dilemmas in health care
Discuss specific prehospital ethical issues including allocation of resources, decisions
surrounding resuscitation, confidentiality, and consent.

TOPICS:
EMS Systems: Roles & responsibilities
The Well-being of the Paramedic
Injury Prevention
Medical / Legal Issues
Ethics

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
Students will have the opportunity to learn through lecture, video, overhead and
discussion groups, data projector slides and short videos, lab practice with equipment
and patients to re-enforce learning that occurred in classroom.

REQUIRED FORMS OF ASSESSMENT:
Students will be evaluated on both didactic as well as practical skills. Testing
will include critical thinking skills involved around multiple choice type
questions, short answer, and essay. Student may retest one time on a given exam
if their score is less than 75%. The score on a retest will be averaged with you
score on the original test for a final score on that exam. No more than three retests may be taker per semester. The instructor will make arrangements when retests are to be given.

