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Section 1: How the Honors Program helped me “demonstrate
engagement,” “cultivate curiosity,” and “explore perspectives”

The honors program here at Northwest Arkansas Community College has been helpful to
get me more involved and connect with others in the community. Specifically, I interacted with
fellow students and instructors through discussion posts in my honors classes. I also wrote
multiple research essays that helped me get my voice and ideas out. Also, I researched and put
together two research posters for my political science classes that allowed me to investigate



different perspectives. [ am very grateful to have been a part of this program and to be able to

expand my ideas.

The program coordinator, Sabrina Chesne, does a great job of letting you know of any
community events that you can participate in and ways to new meet members. I wish I was able
to make more of these events, but if you have the opportunity, they are great ways to expand
your connections. Also, having the Honors program page and announcements on canvas makes it

very easy to stay updated.

Section 2: How the Honors Program prepared me for the workforce

This program has made me more comfortable with discussing with students and helped

my social skills. Which, of course, is very important for any kind of university or workplace. I
am a pretty quiet person, but after my twos years at NWACC, I feel confident when I do talk
with people. Another skill I will take away from the honors program is my ability to do adequate
and credible research. My extra honors assignments have been heavily dependent on research
through the NWACC library to find relevant articles for the projects. This can be pretty extensive
work, especially if you are also writing a bibliography on your sources as well. Now that [’ve

done so many projects requiring this kind of work, I have no doubt I will be successful with this

type of research in the future. I will be continuing my studies at the University of Arkansas to get

a bachelor's in biochemistry. Then I plan to apply to medical school, and any sort of experience
in research projects will be very beneficial then. As well as when I am a medical Doctor I will
need to be able to do thorough research. Overall [ would say that I have grown in all my abilities
as an Honors student. This program motivates and pushes me to continue growing my education
and push myself to achieve greater goals. I believe you are a reflection of who you surround
yourself with; therefore, surrounding yourself with the knowledgable and diverse people in this

community will make you one as well.

Section 3: Fun experiences with the
Honors Program

I’ve had many positive experiences with my
instructors in the Honors program. They have all been
very kind and brilliant, and I very much enjoy learning
from them. One of my favorite experiences was my
ability to grow in my writing and find my own style.
This would not have been possible without the help and
support of my English Comp II, Honors Professor, James
Laughton. His open-mindedness really made me feel
comfortable in my writing in his class and allowed me to
create some writing I am proud of.
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Give Me Liberty, Or Give Me Death: COVID-19 Vaccines

Do you believe the COVID-19 vaccination can help protect your life? Or do you feel like being
forced to receive this vaccine is taking your human rights away? In the United States specifically, we have
struggled in the past fourteen months with getting the COVID-19 pandemic under control. With many
people concerned for their loved ones and their health, the COVID-19 vaceine is vital to returning to a
safer life. Many people do not trust the COVID-19 vaceination on the flip side, but why could this be?
What do we know about vaceines? Vaccines are biological agents that help build immunity to harmful
vaceines (“Vaccines” 1). Most people don’t consciously realize the effectiveness of vaccines because the
vaceine works, and immunity becomes part of everyday life. Even though vaccines have been more
beneficial than people realize, there is a large percentage of people who wish to be vaccinated for
COVID-19. In the article "Converting the Maybes: Crucial for a Successful COVID-19 Vaccination
Strategy." author Katie Atwell, a social researcher for the Immunization Alliance of Western Australia,
explained, “Broad community acceptance of a COVID-19 vaccination will be critical for effectively
halting the spread of the virus” (Atwell 1)

Therefore if vaccination is crucial to ending this pandemic, why are people choosing to refuse the
COVID-19 shot? In an infogram, “US Public Opinion Regarding a Potential COVID-19 Vaccine, May

2020," it was found that only 49% of people are willing to receive the vaccine. Whereas 20% said they

would not get the vaccine, and have not decided yet (“US Public” 1). An understandable and

universal common concern for people who refuse the COVID-19 vaccine is unknown side effects. This is
the primary concern of the vaceine for 70% of the study who refused, and 42% of candidates from the
study are refusing the vaccine because they are worried they will get COVID-19 from receiving the shot

(“US Public” 2). Another reserve I have found in people who do not wish to receive the vaccine is the



Next, I’d like to share my experience in my Honors Chemistry class. My professor, Dr.
Lois Chun, was really great in that class and helped me understand chemistry better. I am a
non-traditional student. I dropped out of high school when I was sixteen and went on to get my
GED the same year. I thought chemistry would be a challenging course, being I never got a
chance to take it prior. However, this was not the case; with the help of our many hands-on labs,
I found quite an interest in the subject. Ultimately decided to major in Chemistry, despite the
challenge ahead.

Lastly, my Political sciences professor, Matthew Evans, has been great to learn from the
past two semesters. He is very well educated and open-minded, and it has been beneficial to
share ideas with him. My Honors research posters have been my most demanding projects in his
classes but have been fun to put together. I also have enjoyed the learning I've had on
international and comparative politics. This class has specifically helped me in my community
engagement and diverse perspectives.

Pandemic Response: How is preparedness affected by sovereignty?
Kade Walker, Oct. 16,2021
International Relations, Honors

Politics shapes COVID views
“Officials’ spreading of false information
Does how the government address a Figure 1. Attitudes and behaviors vegavdlngcovlb-ls lrypolnlcal about the pandemic is not a failure of
party of respondent, March to August 2020 S~ a
pandemics importance impact people’s limited government but of the officials
response? How leadership announces a . o J\V,v\ Wwho performed their duties poorly.”
new viral outbreak sets the tone for the k/\J N\WP/\A\ (Firey, Thomas A)
severity of the disease from the people. . X .
The following chart explain Federal Executive

Pandemics have brought out the best 4
N Competence comparing the Trump and Bush
and the worst in people, leaders, and the At

government. How world leaders handle
pandemics, influences how well the
country will do fighting against the virus.
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Does how the government address a
pandemics importance impact people’s
response?
It is evident that politics played a part in the
the severity of the COVID-19 Pandemic? United States response to the COVID-19
How did this affect the response of the outbreak.The graph above shows the
public? significance of how Executive leaders address
a pandemic, directly coincides with the
response of people affiliated with a specific
party.
There is data supporting that the Trump
administration may have not been the most
competent to address the pandemic.
Which leaves people to wonder how much
sovereignty affects pandemic response, and if
ol addressed differently, how would that have

impacted American deaths from COVID-19.

= Did the Trump Administration downplay

On a more personal note, these past few years, [ have had ten surgeries these past few
years due to a complication from my gender reassignment surgery. As a proud transgender
student, I have felt very much support from all of my instructors at Northwest Arkansas
Community College. Some instructors have been aware of my journey, and some have not, but
they all have been exceptional when I’ve had to go through emergency surgeries in San
Fransisco. As a result, I have been able to continue my studies from afar and while recovering.
Luckily I am doing well now and have fully transitioned and recovered. I am so glad to be the
man [ am today and a college graduate at that. I do not talk about this significant accomplishment



much, but I am pleased to have been able to achieve my Associates with Honors through my

medical challenges.

I don’t usually talk much about my personal journey. However, I think it's important for
future students to know I felt supported in the honors program and at NWACC in general as a
transgender student and nontraditional student. My instructors were very accommodating
through my medical situation, and I was still able to do well in my classes despite the multiple
surgeries | had during semesters. Sure [ may have had to take trigonometry twice to understand

what in the world was going on, but my point is
that with dedication and support, anything is
possible. We can truly understand and achieve
anything we set our minds to, as long as we want
it.

Also, I’d like to mention my entire
Associate's degree was completed through online
classes except for one class. So if social anxiety,
medical issues, or work even makes anyone
hesitant to continue their education, then that's
okay. The online courses here at NWACC and
the honors program have made it very easy to go
to college in the most comfortable way for you.
Of course, this isn’t without discipline, but I
know that I wouldn’t have made it this far
without the online program. Now that I’'m
healthy and well, I plan to try to attend more
in-person classes, but these past two years online
have been very important in preparing me for the
future.
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Becoming Me

Growing up on a dusty farm in Southwest Kansas, I can remember as soon as I could
have my own thoughts, I was not in the right body, and I was not the only one. One morning as a
young child, probably around 5, I vividly remember my mom asking me, “Do you want to be a
boy?” as I crawled into bed in my boxers and shirtless. My wishes were apparent when I only
would wear boy’s clothes and played with boy’s toys. Around this same age, I asked my mom if I
could get my hair cut short, and being the supportive mom she is, she took me to get my hair cut
off. From then on, I had short hair until middle school. Through this period, I was often referred
to as a male by strangers. When we moved near the trees and water in Northwest Arkansas in
2011, my peers often would make bets on if I was a girl or guy and make fun of me. That
behavior caused me to feel discomfort with who I was, so through middle school and high
school, I tried to be somebody else.

Shortly into high school, I went into a dark and heavy depression that I didn’t know if I
would get out of. It all began one day when my friend said to me, “Why don’t you just be a
boy?”. Which, at first, may be a bit of an odd question but all my life, I was wondering, “why
couldn’t I have just been born a boy?”. Until I heard my friend ask me that question when I was

seventeen then it all clicked into place in my head. Soon after that day, I came out to my parents

Section 4: Advice for future Honor Students

My advice for future members of the NWACC honors program would probably be to be
open-minded and use this opportunity to broaden your education and social skills. Be sure to find
hobbies that are a good stress relief for you and pursue that whenever needed. I always
prioritized doing one stress relief hobby a day to keep from feeling overwhelmed. Maybe taking
some of these honors classes will spark your interest in certain subjects, and motivate you to

keep learning.



